116th ACS member first enlisted
weapons controller in Air Guar

-

Fhata by M Jim Gregary, 1@ ACS
Tech. 541 Homer Walden in front of some of he eguipmant ke ulszes In nis
role 35 WEApons conroier for the 11610 A Conrol Squadnon.
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Tech Sgi. Homer Walder, a weapons contraller in the Oregon Air Guards
116% A Conmrol Squadron tm Wamrenton, made history thds past supmmer when
ha became the first A Nattona! Guard eclisted weapons director o graduate
from Advanced Weapons Director School.

The sin-month long schoolo held at Mellis Air Force Base iz Wevada o was
established m 2000 for enlisted waapons directors with at least three vears of
expenience and an n-depih knowledze of ar coomol operation:. The ioment of
the carmiculom = o give sezsoned actove duty and Guard airmen and woreen an
DEpOThILTY fo wam {at an advanced level) m a high stess, siomlaed warimea
emvironment with nmitiple arrframes flying actual combat-style missions,

Weapons directors, whether conducting real-werld
miEssions o tining, commimicate closely with Sighter pdots
n the sky oo belp them idextify enemizs znd dstermine
when and where to launch missile stnkes. The directors
(alza refarred 1o as controllers) use tactical radar vmsts,
soopes, and camennication modulss to scan large arspace
for immediate threais to security aod faks action to
alimipate them.

Walden, 3 zroumd-based weapons conmeller with mors than sight years of air
control experience, served as the class leader for AWDS Class 05-1. He
graduated, along with 2 handfidl of active duty students. oo Tune 13, 2003 to
become the first weapons director in the ANG to attend the course.

D fo the complewdty of the mission, each class is made up of oaly st sndens,
with a 5050 split betwreen ground and axir-based controllers. Across the U5,
there are approsimately 300 cotrodlers, 300 of which scan the skiss using srovmd-
bized aquipment The other 200 operat= as controlisrs in the sky whils flving oo
board Airboree Warning aod Contrel Systems (AWACS) aircraft.

According to Walden, the AWDS curficalum was developed, o part. from

erams and syliabi already 1o place at the Fighter Weapons School (FW3E),
which iz alse conducted at Meilis AFB. The FWE operates 2 ngorow: maimng
prozram for aeronautically-rated officers who pass a difficult scresnins process
and arz selected 1o become weapons officers.

The officer-pased FIVS apd the enlisted-based AWDE are held concurrently
in prder to maRimizs training among acd bemwesn pilot and weapons contrallars.

1The staff at the (AWDS) schoolbouss use a buiding block approach by
staning with small {combar) pissions before inToducing largsr and larger omes, 1
explained Walden, ilts a very challenging course that reguires 2 lot of
sxparience i

Before the enlisted smdents ars exposed to combar missions howevsr they
are instmctad oo operational details of each aircraft in the Air Force inventony,
mochedivg 2l bombers, fightars, refuelers, and MATO aircraft Accordicg to
Waiden, knowing the different types of aircraft and their capabilitias i3 impartant
becanse of the parmership they have with fzhrer pilets (o the ar

1Wa coptrol combar aircraft whee they are perfarming theit combat mission,
whether it be air-fo-alr combat, combar air paimals, close-2dr sapport, of alT-to-am
refaeting. Tnis a tough part of the curriculun tut its definitaly needed i

Arcording to Tech 5zt James Peters, WCOIC of standards and evaluations
At AWDE, enlisted parsonnsl were barred from serving a5 weapons directors up
vl 1983, when the results of a General Acconntivg Office smudy sprwmed
perzonnel changes. Since then fundreds of eolisted weapons dirsctors have
entered the caress fizld and astended the required mine-mooth besic teckmical
school i Arizoma. The school includas sto months of maining at the Tucson A
Nadomal Guard Base and thres months of mining oo medular aguipment at
Luks AFB.

1The Guard and active @ty {enlisted) weapous directors are just abeut par
with each other 1 said Peters, when asked if any differences exist between tha
two military arganizations. iThey (the Ax Guard) are gecting tasked as much as
wa are thaze days 2nd really stepping up to the challsppes 1




