116'" TCS Convoy Menori es

Boi se, |daho 1973

The first deploynent of the 116'" TCS in 1973 was to a
| ocation a couple of mles south of Gowen Field, Boise,
| daho.

The convoy left Portland on the 5'" of July, and the weat her
was very hot, so driving a duce-and-a-half wasn’t a
particularly nice experience.

The unit did not possess all of our authorized vehicles
either. So we had to borrow sonme fromthe Arny Nationa
Guard. Well, as you can imagine we didn’t get the cream of
the crop. Most of the duce’s we got were 1950°s vintage

W th canvas tops.

So, here we are heading east on 184, and we’re starting up
Cabbage Hi Il out of Pendl eton, O egon (probably one of the
st eepest passes in Oregon), when everyone starts passing
this Arny duce-and-a-half that that’s struggling up this
very steep hill.

As we go by, the sight that |ater earned some chasti senment
fromthe command, was the Radar Mai ntenance NCO C dri vi ng
t he duce-and-a-half. Wth the top rolled back, throttle
pulled all the way out, standing up with the upper portion
of his body above the wi ndshield of the truck, wearing a
cowboy hat with the front pinned back with a set of
captains” bars. Kind of like fromthe old Rn Tin Tin

novi es.

At the rest stop at the top of the pass there was sone

di scussi on about proper driving procedures, as well as sone
comments fromnotorists who had observed this driving
exhi bi tion.

Needl ess to say the Radar NCO C earned the nicknanme Captain
Buf fal o, which stuck with himfor the rest of his career.

It may not seemthat funny, but it sure was at the tine.

Canp Rilea, Oregon 1981

Qur 1981 deploynent to Canp Rilea on the Oregon coast was
during an ORI. So after nobilizing all our equi pnent



(Manual CRC), we convoyed approximately 100 mles. The

i nspectors and the Command, thought for safety reasons,
they would call a tinme out when all the vehicles got to
Rilea, as it was quite late in the evening. So all the
vehi cl es were parked on the old grass runway and everyone
broke for the evening.

The next norning everyone reported to their vehicles which
were still lined up in elenents. 1In the elenent next to ne
was the AGE Mai ntenance Vehicle. They were International
Harvester Trucks with a maintenance van nounted to the
chassi s.

When the AGE vehicle started to nove | noticed it suddenly
stop and the front end dip down. The entire right front
wheel assenbly had broken off the axle.

Well, you may say, so what, the vehicle wasn”t moving that
fast and no one was injured. Wich was great. Until the
guys started thinking about what woul d have happened if the
wheel |et go when we were crossing the coast Range
Mountains. |t probably woul d have been a conpletely
different story.

Departing Canp Rilea, Oregon 198?

Normal Iy when we deployed to Canp R lea, we would convoy
over highway 26, a very popular tourist route to the coast.
This particular deploynent, it was decided to use hi ghway
30 along the Colunbia River to make it easy on the
tourists.

On the return deploynment, | was driving the 5 ton, with the
43E antenna, pulling the 43E van. Just as you | eave
Astoria, Oregon, the highway becones two | anes, and is
quite steep and curvey for a few mles.



The exact spot to blowthe air line to the nobilizer. So
there I was, all brakes |ocked up, in the mddle of the
hi ghway, and no way to nove. And no way for anyone to get
around as | was stopped on a curve.

O course the Vehicle Miintenance guys were the | ast
vehicle in the elenment, about 10 vehicles back. They
finally were able to make it up to us to find out what the
probl emwas. They immediately identified the problem and
could fix it in mnutes. Wen they got back to their
truck, rummaged around, found a new air hose and hustl ed
back to ny vehicle replace it in record tine.

So hats off to the Vehicle Mintenance Troops and all the
other “Support” troops that made life, safe, exciting, and
kept us fed.
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